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We are happy to inform our readers and friends that the newly established
Albanian Catholic Institute will continue to publish the Albanian Catholic Bulletin as
its official journal. With the triumph of democracy in Albania following almost a half
century of Communist dictatorship, our Center's mission has been accomplished. The
new institute will now engage in another kind of activity and the B ulletin 's content will
reflect this change.
The 1992 issue contains a series of articles and studies on various efforts to rebuild
the Catholic Church in Albania. It concludes with testimonies of the surviving clergy.
Pope John Paul II has been credited by many analysts, including former Soviet
leader Mikail Gorbachev, for the demise of Communism in Eastern Europe and Soviet
Union. The pope's role in the peaceful transformation from dictatorship to democracy
in Albania has been equally important. Pope John Paul II and Albania is the tide of
the article which explores his role as well as the other Vatican's efforts to assist Albania
since the XV century.
In honor of the 80th anniversary of Albania's independence the back cover of this
issue carries a listing of the dates and sites of important events in national history.
This year's Bulletin explores the religious conditions in Albania under the
dictatorship and after the victory of freedom of conscience. It also discusses the overall
situation in Albania during 1991.
The struggle of Albanians under Yugoslav (Serbian) rule for their God given
rights, is another familiar topic in this 1992 Bulletin.
Coverage of other important items include: "Hebrews and Albanians", reportson
Albanian migration and minorities, Mother Teresa, plus discussions of religious and
cultural themes.
Please continue to remain with our new institute assisting us in whatever ways you
can.
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NOTES AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

AUTHORS

Please note that Albanian Catholic Information Center
has ceased operations. No longer is the mailing address
at 1032 Irving Street, San Francisco in use.

STEVEN A. ARMSTRONG is a Jesuit priest and member
of the California Province of the Society of Jesus. He
was born in Phoenix, AZ. Ordained in the Melkite
Greek-Catholic Church in 1987, he is Pastor of Our Lady
of Fatima Russian-Byzantine Catholic Church in San Francisco. He is also a member of the USF Jesuit Community. Educated at Yale, Fordham, John XXIII Institute, St.
Gregory's Melkite Seminary, and the Weston and Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox Schools of Theology, Fr. Steven
serves presently on the Eastern Catholic Pastoral Association of Northern California, and the Ecumenical Commission of the Archdiocese of San Francisco. He is cunently
enrolled in a doctoral program in Patristics at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California.

The address of the recently established Albanian Catholic
Institute is: Xavier Hall, University of San Francisco,
San Francisco, CA 94117-1080 (USA). Please send all
correspondence to our new address. We look forward
to assist the people of Albania to move peacefully into a
new era of freedom as well as spiritual and material
progress.
Thank you to our many friends and readers for your
kind letters and inquiries. We are especially grateful for
those correspondents in Albania. For the first time they
are freely writing to us and expressing their appreciation
for our work on behalf of persecuted Albanians. One
writer stated that "Your Bulletin is being passed hand to
hand and enjoyed immensely. Some articles, especially
in the Albanian language, are photocopied and disseminated among the people who are thirsty to read about
truth from a Catholic publication published in America.
Please do not forget us and send us as many copies as
possible."
These kind of letters are truly an encouragement for our
Institute staff and Board members. We will strive to help
our sisters and brothers in their journey to recover from
half century of spiritual and material ruin. With God's
help and the intercession of Our Lady of Shkoder, Patroness of Albania, we will succeed in pulling out Albania from the brink of the abyss where it presently stands.
Prayers and any kind of assistance in this endeavor from
our friends and readers will be much appreciated and
gratefully received.
*

*

*

Your generosity has greatly assisted us in meeting our
printing and mailing expenses. Without your help we
would have been unable to produce the 1991 issue of
the Bulletin. We wish to thank in a special way the
following: Reverend Anton Kqira and St. Paul's (Albanian) Catholic Church community of Warren, Michigan;
Reverend John Sweeney, pastor of Our Lady of Peace
Church in Santa Clara, California; the Dudley Perkins
Foundation, San Francisco, California; Donald Banas; Brian
Curdy; Arthur and Agnes Richter; Dr. Rexhep Krasniqi;
Reverend Bernard Guirch; Zef Luka; and Mr. & Mrs.
Philip Adams. Our heartfelt thanks go out to all those
individuals of fixed or limited income for their assistance.

ODILE DANIEL teaches at the National Institute for Oriental Languages and Civilization at the University of Paris.
She has done extensive research and published a number of works on Albanian cultural history. She is also
associate editor of the review Albanica.
LULASH DAJÇI is a history professor living in the state of
Washington and an associate of our Institute.
CHRISTINE DECKER is the editor of the international bimonthly MIROR, official periodical of the organization
Aid to the Church in Need.
BRIAN E. CURDY, USMC, 1st Lieut, (ret), a disabled
American veteran, holds bachelor degrees in Political
Science from the U.S. Naval Academy as well as in
Psychiatric Nursing from Switzerland's College of Nursing. A member of the Swiss Red Cross, he is a master's
degree candidate in Sociology at the Pacific Western
University and member of Amnesty International.
TOM HOOPES is a graduate of the University of San
Francisco and a free lance writer living in Washington,
D.C. He is a frequent contributor of articles about Albania in The National Catholic Register.
ROBERT ELSIE is a graduate of the universities of British
Columbia (Canada) and Bonn (Germany). He is a writer
and translator specializing in Albanian studies, in particular Albanian literature. He currently resides in Olzheim/
Eifel, Germany.
MSGR. ELEUTERIO F. FORTINO is the Vatican's UnderSecretary of the Pontifical Commission for the Promotion
of Christian Unity. He is the founder of BESA Arberesh
Cultural Center in Rome. Author of religious texts
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Authors
and books, his writings on religion in Albania regularly
appear in Osservatore Romano as well as in Arberesh
and Italian publications.
RAYMOND FROST, a native San Franciscan and free
lance writer, has been associated with the Albanian Catholic Information Center since 1982. He graduated in history from the University of California at Berkeley and has
degrees in philosophy and theology from the University
of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum) in Rome. He is
currently researching the theology of St. Bona venture
and the history of the Irish monastic schools.
PAL DUKA-GJINI is the pen name of an Albanian
Franciscan priest, now residing in Rome.
HENRY KAMM is a reporter for The New York Times.
ERNEST KOLIQI, the well known poet, writer and educator contributed the testimony (in Albanian) on Lazer
Shantoja, before his death in 1975.
GEORGE J. LERSKI is Professor Emeritus of Modern European History at the University of San Francisco and
author of several works on WW II.
ERCOLE LUPINACCI is Bishop of the Eparchy of Lungro
(Italy) and a member of the Vatican's Congregation for
Oriental Churches.
CRISTIA MAKSUTOVICI is the leader for the youth and
tourism at the Cultural Union of the Albanians in Rumania.
ZEF V. NEKAJ is a retired language instructor of Albanian
at the U.S. Army Defense Institute, Monterey, and associated with Stanford University, Palo Alto, California in
the Deprtment of Linguistics.
NICHOLAS C. PANO is Professor of History and Associate Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at Western
Illinois University. He also is Editor of The fournal of
Developing Areas and President of the Society for Albanian Studies. His research and writing has focused on
areas of Albanian history and politics.
PALOKË PLAKU is a retired Albanian educator residing
in Sacramento, California. He is a regular contributor to
The Albanian Catholic Bulletin and is a Board member
of our Institute.

MIKEL PRENNUSHI is a history professor at the Luigj
Gurakuqi University in Shkoder, Albania and author of
many books treating Albanian cultural, political and religious history. His studies and articles on Albania-underCommunist-rule have appeared in many periodicals in
Europe and United States.
PETER R. PRIFTI teaches at the University of California at
San Diego. He is also an author and journalist who
devotes much of his time covering abuses of the human
rights of Albanians in Kosovë.
LAZËR RADI is an intellectual and writer who was persecuted during the period of communist rule in Albania.
SAMI REPISHTI holds doctoral degrees from University
of Paris and City University of New York. A former
political prisoner in Albania, he is an author and a leading human rights activist working on behalf of persecuted Albanians in Kosovë. He is frequent contributor to
Albanian, German and American publications.
VALENTINA SARAÇINI is a reporter and staff writer for
the Albanian weekly ZËRI (Voice) of Prishtinë, Kosovë.
TOMMASO RICCI is one of the editors of the renowned
Italian Catholic magazine 30 Giorni (30 Days), living in
Rome, Italy.
RICHARD H. SIEBERT is an educator in the San Francisco Bay Area. He is a board member of our Institute.
ZEF SIMONI is an Albanian priest who survived years of
imprisonment for his faith. He serves presently at the
Shkoder Cathedral, which is being rebuild after the communist damage to the structure.
LAZËR SHELDIJA an Albanian Catholic priest missionary
to Brazil and later to the Albanian community in Bronx,
New York. He contributed the testimony on Daniel
Dajani before his tragic death in 1988.
STEPHEN SCHWARTZ is a staff writer at the San Francisco Chronicle and the author of numerous books and
articles on historical and literary topics, focusing on Communism in the Balkans, in Russia, in the U.S., and in the
Hispanic world. With a group of Albanian scholars he is
presently preparing the first Albanian-English phrasebook
for individual tourist use, to be published later this year
by the Australian firm Lonely Planet, as a section of their
handbook of eastern Mediterranean languages.
PETRO VUÇANI is a veteran Albanian journalist and
language broadcaster for the Italian Radio in Rome, Italy.
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Albanian Catholic Bulletin
EDITORIAL

A TIME FOR HEALING AND MOVING FORWARD
Two recent letters from Bulletin readers reveal
the deep roots of Albania's problematic situation.
The first, from an Albanian living in exile, speaks of
the tremendous pain and suffering which lingers in
Albania. The author writes: "As much as I have
valued your Bulletin, the past two editorials were
disappointing. I wish you had expressed some words
of praise and comfort for the victims of communism
in Albania. Instead, you turned your column into a
preaching pulpit. Many of us who have lost entire
families during the bloody regime of Enver Hoxha
and his communist clique cannot and will not so
easily forget the red butchers who still hold important positions in Albania's government, some of them
even commanding positions."
The second letter came from Albania. Its author
is a member of a once high ranking communist
family whose members were thrown in jail by the
express orders of Hoxha. This writer longs for
forgiveness and fears revenge. "The writing is on
the wall," says the author, "and it is a call for revenge. The writings bear the signature 'Partija
Revanshiste,' the Party of Revenge. What is our
crime, except that we are the sons and daughters of
Communist leaders? We realize that our parents
committed horrible crimes against the people, but
they also became Hoxha's victims themselves. We
served our time for our fathers' crimes. Why should
we be targeted once again for revenge now?"
Both letters show that the scars of pain and
suffering inflicted on the innocent people of Albania
during four decades of oppressive communist rule
run long and deep. Certainly, we agree, forgiving
your blood enemies is not easy. Humanly, it is
almost impossible. However, if you are a believer,
what choice do you have? Consider this scenario.
"From my very birth they have hounded me. They
slaughtered whole villages in order to find me out
and kill me. Several times they surrounded me,
trying to stone me to death. They cut off the head
of my best friend. And now they have beat me
heavy barbed whips so that I am bleeding from
every part of my body. They have stripped me
naked in front of my mother and the few friends I
still have. They have pounded a crown made of
sharp spiked thorns into my temple. And now they
are attaching me to a cross with sharp nails. They

were not satisfied to take away dignity and my
beauty - they will take even the blood from my
veins.
What kind of a man would Jesus be if he had
rallied his apostles and family to his aid and directed
them to avenge his death? What kind of a God
would we have if He had said from the cross, "All
else I have endured, but this is too much. They
have gone too far. I must put each of them on a
cross and torture them in return for what they have
done to me." Only God can help an individual
overcome anger and feelings of revenge and help
you understand that violence only begets violence.
To forgive and to raise humankind is the response of Christ and Christians. One simply joins
forces with evil by playing its game. Revenge and
violence is not ours. It belonged to the Nazis,
Fascists, and Communists. Where are they now?
Our task is to build the "brotherhood and reconciliation of all peoples," in the words of Pope John Paul
II and the "era of a new world order of democracy
and freedom," in George Bush's.
The paramount task confronting Albanians today
is hard work for the spiritual rebirth and the repair
of the ruined education system and economy. It is
only by achieving these goals that Albania will be
able to enter the family of free and prosperous European nations.
The victory of democracy over oppression, the
victory of reason and conscience over the quasimedieval communist darkness in the March elections
of 1992 guarantees Albania, with the help of its
traditional friends, a brighter future of peace and
freedom as well as national reconciliation and integrity.
Dr. Sali Berisha, the charismatic leader of the
contemporary Albanian liberation movement "LIRIDEMOCRACI" (Freedom-Democracy) and President
of the new Albania, understands well his role as a
healer and just arbiter of the tragic Albanian past.
Our editorial board and the board of the Albanian
Catholic Institute offers our prayers for Dr. Berisha
and his well-qualified team as it works for the success and well being of all the Albanian nation
Gjon SINISHTA
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Editorials

GUEST EDITORIAL

ALBANIA REBORN:
THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF ALBANIAN INDEPENDENCE
God almighty in his wisdom created nations large
and small, thus establishing as a principle of nature,
opposed to the considerations of power politics, a multiplicity of ethnic species. The survival of these defies
the dominance of huge and arrogant nations, and will
do so unto the end of time.
The thinkers of the Enlightenment enunciated the
argument, in view of the example of a Poland suffering
the international crime of repeated partition, that "A
great nation may fall, but only the miserable fail." The
expansionist military empires have disappeared and, as
we see in the Yugoslav case, continue to disappear.
But it is an ill-founded fallacy, however widely believed,
that all nations are destined to the cycle of birth, youth,
maturity, and decay.
The Japanese and Jewish cases clearly show the
baselessness of this oversimplification. So does the case
of one of Europe's smallest and poorest but proudest
nations, the Albanians.
The Albanian people, descendants of the ancient
Ulyrians and speakers of an Indo-European language
predating the Slavic invasions, pushed by those invasions to the mountains and shores opposite Otranto at
the strategic confluence of the Adriatic and the Mediterranean, have survived against great odds.
In 1388 the Turks penetrated Albania for the first
time, soon conquering it. Turkish rule lasted over five
centuries. Yet the Albanian struggle for freedom proved
irrepressible. Their fierce sense of cultural autonomy,
their attachment to their language, their land, and their
customs, drove them to rebel — most notably in the
heroic instance of Gjergj Kastriota-Skanderbeg, who inspired all of Christendom in his war on the Turkish
power.
Gaining independence on November 28, 1912, Albania was greeted in the form of its flag, by its leading
patriot of the moment, Ismail Qemali, who declared,
"from this day forward we are FREE, INDEPENDENT,
and SOVEREIGN." But Albania nonetheless remained
the prey of its neighbors' ambitions. The secret diplomatic agreements published at the end of world war I
revealed offers by the Allied powers to subdivide Albania. Restored to independence after that war by the
intercession of Pope Benedict XV and the direct action
of Woodrow Wilson, Albania's borders still failed to
include the ethnic Albanian territories of Kosovë,
Montenegro (Mai i Zi), western Macedonia (Ilirida), and
1992- Vol XIII

Çameria, leaving half the Albanian nation outside the
state.
Interwar Albania witnessed a conflicting governmental
situation, with the democratic movement of Fan Noli
giving way to the monarchy of Zog, followed by the
Italian fascist invasion of 1939. The collapse of the Axis
order and assertion of Communist claims in central and
eastern Europe contributed to the rise of Enver Hoxha,
the most extreme of all the Communist imitators of
Stalin. A half-century of Hoxhaite tyranny ended with
the free election of March 1992 and the victory of the
Democratic Party of Dr. Sali Berisha.
Albania is reborn, a virtual infant among the nations, in conditions of bitter poverty. This miraculous
event comes at the close of the process of peace and
liberation that began in Poland with the nonviolent revolt of Solidarnosc and that ended the cold war in
Europe.
Albania's history under Hoxha saw the nightmarish
rape of a profoundly spiritual and moral entity, an Albania known for its tolerance to all religions, by the criminal brutality of atheist Communism. This noble people
has seen the coexistence within its communities of Sunni
and Bektashi Islam, Catholic and Orthodox Christianity,
and Judaism — and during the Holocaust of 1939-45
distinguished itself by protecting Jews.
Today Albania needs more than recognition of her
independence. The Albanian people are fighting to
defend their Kosovar brothers and sisters against discrimination that is the worst blot on human rights in
Europe today. Albania also needs serious economic
investment and political assistance.
Suffering starvation and hopelessness under the remnants of the Hoxha regime, tens of thousands of Albanians fled to Italy, but many were forced to return. The
Albanian nation that produced Mother Teresa surely
deserves more in the way of solidarity from its neighbors and friends in the world.
Albania has survived the attacks and embraces of
Roman, Byzantine, Serbian, Turkish, Austrian, Bulgarian,
Greek, Italian, Russian, and Chinese rulers and "partners." Albania survived Hoxhaite Communism. On the
80th anniversary of Albanian independence, we salute
this diamond-hard nation.
Georgef. LERSKI and Stephen SCHWARTZ
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ALBANIA:
EIGHTY YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE, 1912-1992
On November 28, 1992, nearly ten million Albanians around the world, will celebrate the eightieth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence,
which took place in the town of Vlorë, where the
"old wise man" (plaku i urtë) Ismail Qemali raised
the flag.

pation. Albania was separated from Europe at a
time when the continent was entering in full bloom,
the eras of Renaissance, Humanism, Illuminism,
the social ideas of the 19th century, and the fervent intellectual adventure of the twentieth century.

For eight decades, Albanians wherever they
lived, have commemorated this day. According to
the prevailing situation in their native country, the
day have been marked with pomp and festivities
or with prayers and silent meditation. Unfortunately, Albania is among those small and poor
European countries which often are victims of outside, uncontrollable, and irrational historical forces
unleashed on the continent.

Shortly after the apocalypse of World War II,
and the beginning of a new and more humane
march of history, Europe suffered the greatest calamity since the plague in the Middle Age. Over
half the continent was covered by a veil of darkness, "the Iron Curtain" of communism. It was
kept under the iron heel of the huge Soviet military complex.

One may wonder why, after such extenuating
circumstances, this country still exists. The answer
can be found in the resiliency of its people, their
indomitable spirit, and their determination to preserve a national identity, in spite of hostile forces
and unfortunate events. The most dangerous threat
to national existence was the long Ottoman occu-

Among the victims was Albania. During 47
years of communist leadership, the young and
inexperienced group of Albanian cadre turned into
fanatical and corrupted careerists. They did all
they could to preserve the darkness. They violently extinguished every candle that was bravely
lit. The best and the brightest opponents were its
victims. This left the country in the hands of a
mediocrity that was unable to understand the monstrosity of the crimes committed or the degree of
regression they brought upon their nation and
people.
Albanian communists struggled to be ideological rather than rational, to be cruel rather than
compassionate, to be tribal rather than universal,
and they nearly succeeded. Their regime produced
a huge concentration camp, a frightened population, a disheartened and hopeless youth, and an
impoverished country. The image of Albania after
the communist debacle is that of an abandoned
land at the mercy of blind forces ravaging it. Albania was a country of despair and misery until
March 22, 1992.

Ismail Qemal Vlora, "Father of Albanian Independence"

If there is a constant in Albania's history, it is
the uncompromising struggle of the Albanian people
for their independence. After their shameful submission to Yugoslavia and then to the Soviet Union,
the Albanian communist leadership finally under1992- Vol XIII

